Membership Application

Make checks payable to Friends of Brandywine
Springs. (Donations are tax-deductible)
Mail to FOBS
PO. Box 5323
Wilmington, DE 19808-0323

[d Family/Business $25. [ Individual $15.
1 Student/Senior $10. [ Sponsor $50.
(d Donor $100.

(Applications for membership received after October 1
will expire December 31 of the following year)

Name:

Address:

ity: State: Lip:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Comments - Interests:

Help us uncover the legacy of fun and laughter!
Membership includes quarterly newsletter,

regular meetings, archaeological digs, and
social activities.

Check our schedule for free, open to the public,
real archaeology digs, done on one Saturday a
month in nice weather.

The Friends of Brandywine Springs (FOBS) is a
nonprofit, all volunteer organization dedicated to
the improvement and historical preservation of
the Brandywine Springs Amusement Park. New
Castle County Special Services Department now
manages Brandywine Springs Park, located at
Newport Gap Pike and Faulkland Road.

The Friends of Brandywine Springs do not intend
to rebuild the amusement park. Our plan is to
create a historical nature walk. We want to make a
clear, safe trail for visitors to stroll through the
park and learn a little Delaware history while
enjoying the natural surroundings. The following
are some of our primary goals:

* A handicapped accessible trail along the path of
the old trolley line and down the old boardwalk.

* Footbridges across Hyde Run to create a OO‘\\E\
continuous walking path.

« Signs with photos to explain what once 00\\\@
stood at sites where foundations are visible.

* Preserve and protect the historical =~ ¢\
2 3 2 DON
foundations, which remain today.

* Restore the lake. If not feasible, the lakebed
could be cleared of brush. Then attractive grasses
and water plants could be planted which would
give the illusion of water, absorb excess water,
and attract wild life.

* At various places in the park, control multiflora
rose and honeysuckle. Plants which would
attract wild life then could be introduced.

* Plant wildflowers on the hillside to help
control erosion.

* Create a natural barrier of plants, trees, and shrubs
to maintain the privacy of nearby residents.

» Continue research, including archaeological digs
in conjunction with the Archaeological Society
of Delaware, to find footings of the buildings and
rides in the park and mark them appropriately.

Artifacts from the amusement park can be seen at
the Friends of Brandywine Springs museum in the
Red Clay Valley Visitors Center located at the
Wilmington & Western Railroad’s Greenbank
Station on Route 41 near Prices Corner.

v BRANDYWINE SPRINGS PARK

1913 photo of Lake Washington at Brandywine Springs
Amusement Park. (Route 41 is in the background)

Brandywine Springs
Souvenirs & Collectibles
available at the
Wilmington & Western Railroad
Gift Shop

%" Eriends of Brandywihe Springs

HISTORIC AMUSEMENT PARK SITE
1886 - 1923
Wilmington, Delaware

g Now a New Castle County Public Park
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Faulkland Road has had a storied past. Local Indian N \
legends claimed the mineral springs had healing O(S (R HOTEL~ ‘%._ :L j = PRESENT DAY
powers. In 1826 a four-story luxury hotel was built. : ‘x?:“? Rl bl AL COURT ’ % e =HISTORICAL SIGNS
Wealthy and notable people from up and down the : ? & PLAY GROUND ‘/_—\\L %
East Coast came to the resort to escape the summer ; COUNCIL \/./ .
heat and drink the medicinal waters of the ‘ = - - OAK
chalybeate (pronounced ka-LIB-c-at) spring. 1 & ‘ Min . o BRANDYWINE
The hotel thrived until the 1840’s when economic J S /. \\ DANGE HAEL ON THE LAKE % SJE'%%S
depression hit the country. In 1853 the hotel ? i }“"’E o & : A';:T HOUSE& -\ Z 3
became a military school for boys; later that year it ; %@1 © > 50\" R THEATRE EX \\ \
burned to the ground. In 1855 three nearby homes \ "% ‘ § 5#2%%& \\ % A0

were joined together to form a new but smaller ! 4 t S WATER WORKS X 3

hotel. The second hotel enjoyed success until the ; S R 3 - " "y V\)\\ : /‘f‘

Civil War. In 1869 Franklin Fell purchased the land rk Bo,, o PICHIC Ty | T™~CHALYBEATE i

and hotel. He leased it to several unsuccessful SPRING ~— _

operators. When Fell died in 1875, his son, William % 7 ICE CREAM PARLOR 7"~ _ '
Jenks F.ell, inherited the property. In 1886 an KATZEN AMMPSF?('E :;\TLLLE s, [ TR Sgéil'tu l\ //

industrious 36-year-old entrepreneur named ‘ sc‘;;rg‘é‘fli’wm i D h CaNbY 7 %

Richard Crook leased the hotel. Thus began the I e o 1 ; /
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most memorable era of Brandywine Springs. . ”ARRISON Biﬁ%TQ%\Rr:\[?T ’ I ' | \ BASE(?_SIBE'\ ;;ELDS FELLS LANE

Mr. Crook refurbished the hotel and added & e, Sgg;\gggmc’{@ = TE%&HUYS AR ) .

summerhouses, tennis courts, croquet, boating, and f? o FISH POND —_ T~B pUSTo \\ e K

swimming. In 1888 he added picnic grounds and VQ.' & RING THE DU% 4 -

a small merry-go-round. By 1890 the picnic grounds and OQ,Q 3’ PHOTO SHOP A, HOT/DOG - SANDWICH STAND

related activities were much more successful than & & SHOOTING GALLERY il ! “+ SPRING ‘ —

the hotel. Soon Mr. Crook added other amusements, N gﬁ??&,ﬁéycgﬂ%% 7 POST OFFICE & NOVELTY STAND —— | PR - —ee—

including a three-row carousel, two roller coasters, *" MOVING PICTURE THEATRE CATERPILLAR RIDE N om - i : Frer » LR ot RA

a bandstand, roller skating rink, and a funhouse, as BALL THROW +_ CAROUSEL : i [ Looking up the Boardwalk, circa 1909

well as a dance hall on the six-acre lake. YAckson X SWINGS s : /

A few years later, Mr. Crook started a trolley line - LADIES : 'ENTRANCE “'GSJSESETLE

with Brandywine Springs at the end of the line. Ex'::‘;:#'g:u T ARCHW‘}Y\;\\\\ " o N

The trolley brought many more people to the park. (DANCE PAVILION) ' | =

The park flourished until 1923. With the advent of '.,f; A— \\ &L <

the automobile and competition from other amuse- ROLLER \. Uy

ment parks, Brandywine Springs did not open in \ SKATING RINK\' : g
1924. Local residents scavenged building materials, "Us"'ls,ws' | ,L. :
and the park became over grown with weeds. w‘s”’ﬂcr BARBER SHOP—/\,—;I-:W. SPI(F::' :‘MLL s 2 4
The State of Delaware took over the land as a state Mg CAFE e 'H |
park in 1952 and built the ball fields and pavilions. ) FARE JO.CENTS

It became a New Castle County Park in 1970. H /7 -
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(More information can be found in the book J IITCHEN RESTSNT i ““1‘ mﬂu,““m"““"
Brandywine Springs Amusement Park - Echoes of e

the Past by Mark R. Lawlor) é@ g i
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