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ATTEMPTING TO FIND  
THE RAZZLE DAZZLE RIDE 

by Mike Ciosek 
     The Razzle Dazzle dig started in June 2017. We didn’t know the 
ride was in the park until Tom Gears and Ray Harrington found nine 
1903 Thomas Edison movies made in Brandywine Springs. The mov-
ies, each one to two minutes in length, were found in the National Ar-

chives. Tom and Ray had DVDs made of the movies and added further information with Ray doing the narration explain-
ing each film. 
     As I said, we didn’t know the ride even existed until we saw the movie. The 1974 Harry P. Ehart map we used for the 
park map in our FOBS brochure did not show this ride. From the film, we know it was located between the Exhibit Hall and 
the Ladies Pavilion and was powered by men turning the seating ring. 
     Angela Evans had an extreme interest in 
the ride and made an extensive study of the 
photos of the area around the Razzle Dazzle to 
determine where it might be located. In fact, 
she was the one who found the two concrete 
curbs we are currently using to center our dig 
around. In her study of the area photos, she 
believes she can see the vertical post and part 
of the seating area on the Razzle Dazzle in the 
background of a color post card (simulated by 
the vertical white line on the right in Photo 1). 
She showed me, and I agreed it could be. We 
followed up on that at our May 5 dig. 
     If you align yourself with the camera position 
using the overlap of the buildings and Entrance 
Archway, you can see the line where the pole would go. Then you use the two concrete curbs as the other line. Where 
those lines cross, hopefully, is the center pole of the Razzle Dazzle. 
     As a second check, the distance between the Exhibit Hall and the Ladies Pavilion porch was measured at 74 feet. The 

ride should be 37 feet away from each building. That distance also 
agrees with the first set of assumptions. So that is where we are cur-
rently working, between the two curbs (Photo 2). Our problem is the 
only thing that would be in the ground for the ride is the center pole. It 
was about the size of a telephone pole. We currently believe the pole 
was just placed in the ground with no concrete footer. It did have wood-
en braces to keep the pole vertical. When the ride was removed, they 
probably pulled out the pole and just filled in the hole with the site dirt. 
Finding a filled hole is very difficult if not impossible. We are currently 
scraping our way down in the test unit to see if we can get lucky and 
find evidence of the filled hole. If we get real lucky, we may find a con-
crete footer, but I doubt it. I want to thank Angela for all her hard work 
studying the site and photos. A job well done! 

The Razzle Dazzle Ride in Atlantic City, NJ 

Photo 2 

Photo 1 
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VISITORS CENTER RENOVATIONS NEARING COMPLETION 
Arlie Lane’s Model Refurbished 

The Red Clay Valley Visitors Center & Museum has 
been undergoing renovations for over two years. Work is 
expected to be completed within the next month. The 
baggage room in the back had contained the audio-
visual room where the Red Clay Valley video was shown 
and was also used for storage by Wilmington & West-
ern Railroad. A new floor, bead board walls, and new 
lighting were installed. WWRR artifacts now will be dis-
played in this room, and a new flat-screen TV will play 
the Red Clay Valley 
video. Other WWRR 
displays and FOBS 
displays have been 

rearranged in the building. Arlie Lane’s model of the amusement park 
has been in the Visitors Center since it opened in July 1998. Arlie built 
the model in the early 1990s on a 4-foot-by-8-foot sheet of plywood, us-
ing match sticks, toothpicks, cardboard, and other household items. He 
wired it with hundreds of electric lights and had little people strolling the 
boardwalk. He even wired it for sound so carousel music played from it. 
Over the years, dust accumulated, lights burned out, people and horses 
fell from their positions, and trees disintegrated. As part of the Visitors 
Center renovations, Arlie’s model was refurbished. It was given a good 
cleaning, trees and figurines were replaced and reattached, and new LED lights now illuminate the Bran-
dywine Springs sign. The plaque memorializing Arlie was placed in the sky area. The model remains the 
focal point of the FOBS display. 

Mike Ciosek replaces trees in Arlie’s 
model. 

Arlie Lane 

STATUS OF BRIDGE ACROSS 
LAKE WASHINGTON DAM 

Kendall Sommers, New Castle County Parks Development Planner, 
has informed us of the status of the Lake Washington dam:  “We have 
construction drawings on fixing the dam but need to wait until the next 
fiscal year (July 1) for funding to perform the work. It is in our best inter-
est to repair the dam before we put the bridge across. We do have 
drawings for the bridge but have not secured the funding to construct it. 
I have put the bridge in the FY19 Park budget but with the County fac-
ing some serious fiscal hurdles, I am not positive that it will get funding 
approval. Knowing that there is a $3,000 donation to offset costs will 
help the project along. I will definitely include that information in my 
budget justifications. I should know more as the budget is sorted out in 
the next month or so. I will definitely keep you informed.” The $3,000 to 
which Kendall refers is a donation made in 2015 by the family of long-
time FOBS members Harold & Marian Hagemann. The only stipulation 
the family put on the memorial donation was that the money be used for 
park improvements and not administrative costs. 

Welcome New 
Member! 

Diane  
Timchak 

2018 DUES ARE PAST DUE! 
Please return enclosed form ASAP! 
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RED CLAY VALLEY CLEANUP DAY 
The annual Red Clay Valley Cleanup Day was 
scheduled for March 24 but was snowed out 
and had to be rescheduled for April 15. Photo 
above shows (L-R) Mike Ciosek, Angela Ev-
ans, Lonzy Seymour, Ed Lipka, and Tom 
Williams with some of the fruits of their labor. 
The park was in pretty good shape as far as 
litter was concerned. The worse parts are al-
ways along Faulkland Road and Newport Gap 
Pike. 

DO YOU LIKE CAROUSEL MUSIC? 
Joyce & Paul Harris discovered a web site 
that plays carousel music exclusively. Go to 
www.mechanicalmusicradio.weebly.com/ 
and  you can listen to amusement park mu-
sic all day long! 

2018 MEETINGS 
7:00 p.m.—THE CEDARS METHODIST CHURCH 
MAPLE & HARRISON AVENUES, THE CEDARS 

                 June 10              October 14 
                 July 8                  November 11 
                 August 12           December 9 
                 September 9 

 
June 10 - “Picnic Bottles” by David Doody 

Have you ever wondered what kind of bottles peo-
ple used to bring to picnics? Our resident bottle ex-
pert, David Doody, will tell us and show examples 

from his extensive collection. 
July 8 - “Visitors Center Renovations”  

by Mike Ciosek 
Mike will take us through the restoration and  

refurbishing of the Red Clay Valley Visitors Center. 
September 9 - Annual Horticultural Talk 

by Eileen Boyle 
Subject to be announced. 

 

2018 ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIGS 
     June 9                 September 8 
                 July 7                  October 13 
                 August 11           September 8 

Meet in the Brandywine Springs Parking Lot at  
9:00 a.m. or come down at your convenience. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

FRED “FUZZY” CARLSON 
February 25, 2018 

 

BARBARA MILLER 
March 9, 2018 

 
Our most sincere condolences to the  

Carlson and Miller Families 

HAVE YOU GOTTEN YOUR EDISON DVD? 
The “Lost Motion Pictures of Brandywine Springs” are now availa-
ble on DVD. These are the oldest existing motion pictures filmed 
in Delaware and show the park in its heyday. You can see the 
rides, trolley, Baby Day parade, and many other things. There are 
also some comedic short films probably produced by N. DuShane 
Cloward. The DVD is available in the Wilmington & Western 
Railroad Gift Shop for $20. (Check the web site www.wwrr.com 
for the dates the Railroad is running.) If you can’t get to the gift 
shop, you can order by mail. Send your name, address, phone 
number, and email address to:  Wilmington & Western Railroad, 
Attention: DVD Sales, P.O. Box 5787, Wilmington, DE 19808, 
along with a check for $25 (includes postage and handling) for 
each DVD ordered. Copies are limited, so order now! 

Annual Picnic 
Saturday, September 29 

11:00 a.m. to Dusk 
Rudy Williams Pavilion 

PARK TOURS 
Mike Ciosek conducted a tour of the park for about 50 people from the 
Smithsonian Institute on April 21. This was part of a Wilmington & 
Western Railroad charter. The group visited the Railroad back shop, 
toured the park, and then went to lunch at the Backburner. On April 30 
Mike did a park tour for 24 people from the UD Osher Center for Life-
long Learning. They donated $120 to FOBS. 
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(Reprinted from Fall 2004) 

BRANDYWINE SPRINGS HISTORICAL TRAIL — MY EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
by Mike Hearn 

     In July 1979 I came up with the idea of marking some historical sites in Brandywine Springs Park. I lived in Hyde Park, played in 
Brandywine Springs as a child and teenager, and knew that there was a lot of history in the park. I spent the rest of the summer and 
fall working with New Castle County government and the scouting organization defining the scope and obtaining approvals. During 
the summer, I met with Ruth Ball, a local historian who lived on Duncan Road. We met at the park to discuss and verify the locations 
of some of the historical sites. Mrs. Ball gave me the name of Henrie Woollen as a source of additional information. I met with Mr. 
Woollen at his home, and he furnished me with a map he had created several years earlier. 
     The project was put on hold until June 1980 due to my schoolwork, a cold winter, and a wet spring. The scope of the project was 
to mark seven historical sites, build a footbridge to the boardwalk area, and clear several sections of trail. This footbridge was in the 
same location as the current footbridge (at the end of the lake). The historical sites were marked using 4x4 redwood posts with yel-
low metal numbers. The bridge was designed by Charles Hiltner, my scoutmaster, and one of his co-workers who was a civil engi-
neer. The wooden bridge was installed in two days in October 1980. 
     Two days after the completion of the bridge, I gave a presentation to Historic Red Clay Valley Inc. (HRCV). After the presentation, 
HRCV agreed to provide funding for the overall project. Brian Woodcock, then President of HRCV, and several other members were 
key supporters of this project. While clearing a section of trail on October 26, I discovered the footbridge was missing! A thorough 
search of the park was made by HRCV, New Castle County employees, etc. No piece of the bridge was ever found. 
     The following weekend the historical markers were installed. They were set in concrete 18 inches into the ground. We were una-
ble to place a marker near the iron railing area of the chalybeate spring because it was too marshy. The boardwalk marker was 
moved to the other side of the stream because the footbridge was no longer there. Extensive areas of trail were cleared, filled in, or 
improved. Specific areas that were addressed were the boardwalk area which was completely overgrown, the area around the spring 
which was filled in, and the boathouse/lake concrete area. The money for the bridge was returned to HRCV by my parents. However, 
HRCV did fund the rest of the project. A pamphlet was written describing the sites. The pamphlet also contained a walking map. This 
pamphlet was placed in the vestibule of the administrative building which used to be located between the parking lot and a picnic 
shelter. The County maintained copies of the pamphlet, but I’m not sure at what point they discontinued it. 
     As a footnote, the November 4, 1980, edition of The News Journal ran an editorial from 
a citizen who praised the new bridge in the park. In the spring of 1981 a burglary ring was 
broken up that had been operating out of an area of the park. The ring had built a wooden 
structure in the woods. County officials conjectured that material from my bridge may have 
been used for this structure. 
     My Eagle Scout project was signed off in the spring of 1981. Over the next several 
years when I was home from college, I would walk through the park and see where the 
markers were vandalized or in some cases missing. However, thanks to the founders of 
FOBS and the continuing efforts of FOBS members, the history of the park is available to 
present day visitors. 
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