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REGRADING THE AREA AROUND THE CHALYBEATE SPRING
Another Spring Found—by Mike Ciosek
On April 8, 2017, a meeting was held at the chalybeate site to discuss what should be done to improve the site and make it more like
it was during the amusement park era. Those attending were Jon Husband, Sean Moore, Chris Natrin, Jeff Swift, Dan Netta from
New Castle County Special Services Department; contractors Ed and Cookie Bush; and Mike Ciosek, FOBS. The idea was to bring
the ground level down so the chalybeate was higher and the land would slope away to keep the area dry. The chalybeate was about
30 inches below the road which ran within 4 feet of the chalybeate. It was also below much of the surrounding ground. See Photos 1
& 2 for before and after shots. Like everything, it never goes as planned. As Cookie was bringing the road level down, he ran into
trolley ties used by the Kennett Trolley. It was decided not to go any deeper and just cover the ties with landscape fabric and crushed
stone. This left the road about a foot above the chalybeate. Next, Cookie found a concrete cover for a spring we didn’t know existed
(see page 2). It was flowing about one-half to one gallon a minute and was now flooding the road. To keep the road and site dry, they
put in a 6-inch PVC pipe running from the north side of the road, under the road, and under the site so the water could be dumped
into a drain that we found in earlier digs. They cleared it, and it is now running and pouring all the water from that spring into Hyde
Run. During this time, Jon Husband retired and Dan Netta has become the point man. Together we have made decisions to try to
keep the spirit of the plan but make modifications as necessary.

PHOTO 1
Before regrading

Photo by Mike Ciosek

PHOTO 2
After regrading and tree removal

Photo by Mike Ciosek
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RAZZLE DAZZLE DIG by Mike Ciosek

PHOTO 2

The Razzle Dazzle was an aerial novelty ride which was lifted and rotated
by men on the ground using ropes. We didn’t know it was in the park until
Tom Gears and Ray Harrington found the 1903 Edison films and had
them converted to digital files. They presented the films at our June meeting. Having finished the chalybeate dig, we decided to see if we could find
evidence of where it was centered. From a photo of one frame of the Edison films (Photo 1), we could see the ride was between the Exhibit Hall
and the Ladies Pavilion. We scouted the site at the first dig to see if we
could find anything. Using a probe (3’ long piece of pointed steel rod with a
“T” handle), Angela Evans found some concrete just below the surface.
We found it to be a 4” wide by nominally 6” deep by 31’ long curb. It can be
seen in Photo 2. The curb ended at a tree at the southern end that pushed
it out of position as the tree grew. Its location is surprising since it is just
about midway between the Exhibit Hall and the Ladies Pavilion. This implies the center had to be on one side or the other. Next we found a second curb. It is 16’-6” long with the same cross section on the same line as
the first, another unexpected find. Figure 2 shows the line of both. We plan
to continue looking for a curb that runs 90 degrees to the first two. Figure 3
shows the whole ride at an unknown location.
PHOTO 1
Mike Ciosek Photo

PHOTO 3

NEW SPRING FOUND!
This spring was found during regrading of the chalybeate spring area.
If you’re standing with your back to the chalybeate facing the hillside,
the spring is to the left near where the stairs came down the hillside.

JON HUSBAND RETIRES
Jon Husband has retired as New Castle County
Engineering & Environmental Services Manager
after a 32-1/2-year career with the County. Jon
has offered assistance and guidance to FOBS
ever since our group was formed. We are very
grateful to Jon for his help and wisdom for all
these years and wish him a happy, healthy, and
enjoyable retirement!

Welcome New Member!

Margi Michini
Mike Ciosek Photo

3

THE CAPITAL TRAIL GARAGE
Janet McFarlin was kind enough to share with us these photos of her father’s business, the Capital
Trail Garage. Robert E. McFarlin opened the garage in 1929 on Old Capital Trail across from what
used to be the Best Buy store. At that time Old Capital Trail was the main road between Wilmington
and Newark. Many businesses were along Old Capital Trail to cater to the traffic. The garage also sold
refreshments, and the photo at right shows the refreshment stand operated by Janet’s mother, Ruth McFarlin. After Kirkwood Highway was built around 1940, the majority of drivers took the Highway instead of Old Capital Trail. Mr. McFarlin closed the garage in
1940 and opened the first taxi service in Newark which he operated until 1951.

A NEW GREENBANK PARK
Scott Palmer recently learned about Greenbank Park,
an early competitor of Brandywine Springs. It opened in
June 1883 and was intimately linked to the Delaware
Western Railroad which became Wilmington & Western
Railroad. The park was located next to the railroad line,
and the railroad was the main means of access for most
park patrons. This ad from June 26, 1883, announced
the opening. The County Workhouse was built next to the
park in 1901. Attendance began to drop, possibly because people may not have wanted to go to a park next
to a prison. That along with the continued growth and
popularity of Brandywine Springs apparently caused the
park to close.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
7:00 p.m., The Cedars Methodist Church
SEPTEMBER 10
NOVEMBER 12
OCTOBER 8
DECEMBER 3
September 10 - Eileen Boyle - “RAIN GARDENS” - Homeowners are joining
large businesses and county parks in creating rain gardens for their properties
to help collect and redirect rainwater for the use of growing plants, conserving
clean water, and preventing flooding. Eileen will tell us all about them and how
to create them in our own yards.
October 8 - Bob Wilhelm - “VULCANIZED FIBRE: FROM CUT-OFF TO
ENDLESS - THE MARSHALL PATENTED PROCESS” - This presentation
provides a brief historical background of the Marshalls’ arrival from England
and eventual settlement in Kennett Township in 1759. How the family started
with a saw mill, added a grist mill, and eventually became papermakers, as
well as galvanized sheet iron (Marshallton) and commercial Kaolin miners
(Hockessin) is also briefly mentioned. With the discovery of vulcanized fibre
and Wilmington being the manufacturing hub for the material, the Marshalls’
industrial rag paper business flourished. The Marshalls renovated mills at
Yorklyn and Wooddale converting them to paper mills. In the early 1900s they
invented a machine to make vulcanized fibre continuously revolutionizing a
batch manufacturing process that had been labor intensive. By the end of the
first quarter of the 20th century, National Vulcanized Fibre was producing
more than 80% of the world’s supply of fibre, a capability the company maintained until the 1999 and 2003 floods of the Red Clay dealt a pair of blows that
forced bankruptcy.

More information on Capital Trail Garage and Greenbank Park can be found on Scott’s Mill Creek Hundred
History Blog, at www.mchhistory.blogspot.com.

IT’S PICNIC TIME!
Our annual picnic will be Saturday, September 30, in the
beautiful Rudy Williams Pavilion. Bob McGhee again will
be doing hot dogs, hamburgers, and, of course, his fabulous fried chicken. Members are asked to bring a dish to
share. As in the past, we’re asking for a $5/adult donation
to defray the food cost. Kids eat free. Deadline for signing
up is September 25. New this year — if you sign up after
the deadline, cost will be $10/adult. We always seem to
have a lot of people calling after the deadline, and last
year we came close to running out of food. We have to
give Bob McGhee a head count so he can order the food,
so this surcharge is an attempt to get everyone to sign up
on time. We apologize if this causes any inconvenience.
A flyer is enclosed with all the details. There’s always a lot
of good food and good fun. Hope to see you there!
What a beautiful world it would be
if people had hearts like dogs.
~ Unknown
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This & That… Membership dues are overdue. If you haven’t sent in your dues,
a renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter. Please do so today!... Mike Ciosek rebuilt the boardwalk sign that was damaged by a tree some time ago, and it
is now back in place. BUT… during the tree clearing at the chalybeate site, a tree
landed on the chalybeate sign and smashed it to smithereens, as you can see in
the photo at left. In the photos on Page 1 you can see the sign in Photo 1 and it’s
not there in Photo 2. So, Mike is back in the basement building another
sign!...Elijah Hadley has begun his Eagle Scout project of painting the long
bridge over Hyde Run but has been hampered by weather. He hopes to complete the project soon… Renovations to the Red Clay Valley Visitors Center are
ongoing. It will be a while before completion… Volunteers are always needed to
host the Visitors Center. Contact Sarah Dougherty if you can spare some time on
a Saturday or Sunday (302-397-4476 or doughertysarah@comcast.net)…
Mike Ciosek gave an archaeology talk to a group of young summer campers at the DelaFRIENDS OF BRANDYWINE SPRINGS, INC.
ware Nature Society’s Ashland Nature Center… We now have 565 “Likes” on our Face- P.O. Box 5323, Wilmington, DE 19808-0323
book page…. Several FOBS members helped Wilmington & Western Railroad at a clean- Mike Ciosek, President (994-0536)
up day on June 11. The Railroad was grateful…. The August 2017 issue of Delaware To- Ed Lipka, Vice President (454-8423)
day has an article on “Resorts of Yesteryear”. A write-up and photos of Brandywine Springs Sandi Ciosek, Secretary (994-0536)
Franklin, Treasurer (762-1774)
were included as well as quotes from Mike Ciosek…. Our FOBS web site received a com- Diane
Board of Directors:
munication from a company in Singapore offering to design and rebuild the amusement Bonnie Ardis
Scott Palmer
park!... Don’t forget our picnic on September 30. A flyer with all the details is enclosed. Sarah Dougherty Mel Schoenbeck
Guaranteed nobody will go home hungry!... Questions, comments, or suggestions, contact Richard Gillis
Website: www.fobsde.org
Sandi at (302) 994-0536 or MikeCiosek@comcast.net.
Mike Ciosek Photo
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