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Edi torés Note: On the evening of May 29 t he Misdidlatotofddamager e a
Countless trees were down in neighborhoods with many roads blocked. The National Weather Service saichilsviag stredyht line w
residents reported seeing funnel clouds. Most of the area lost power for a few hours up to three days. DebaistiecGRédCmatica A
lost numerous trees. As the cleanup was being done, the area smelled like Christmas with all the evergre®@uafra¢arbegtgrcut up

SURVIVING BRANDYWINE SPRINGS
by Raymond Harrington

| grew up in Brandywine Springs Park, as my father did before me, his mother, and her parents, too. The thadition ¢
next generation of Harringtons, my two daughters, are growing up there as well. My father was a greatrntaacher and |
l ove for the area and its history. Dad often tohdd me
spread there fAbecause if there is a heaven, 2013, 1 b e
asked artistarry Andersoto paint a picture of my father and Dragon, his Doberman, walking down the hill from the old
County Workhouse prison tower to the train tracks to capture their last and forever walk down the Valley.

| 6ve been doing research in the park since flQthnyaest 14
friendTom Geardor the past five years digging up as much new information as we could on the area. While searchinc
ered that in 1903 there were nine motion pictures filmed by the Edison Co. in the park. Six more monthsafnesearch
out that the movies were buried, mislabeled in the Library of Congress. They are the oldest existing filmereaed made i
we were the only people who knew where they were. As a result, wa made ahdlio cument ary titl e

of Brandywine Springso. My true heartbreak waslauldat
never share them with my father, | have been trying to share them with as many other people as | can. Rsaizing that
be as familiar with the park as mingeviddo tebing the histim pbtkea a |

people will have a better understanding of why these historic films are so important. Brandywine Springsdsvagsne to nr
- been my safe place. All of that was about to change
On May 29, 2019, | was at home working on the

4 from where the old entrance archway for the par
4 was located. Around 6:00 p.m. | checked the
3| weather on my phone. The forecast called for rai
¥ after 7:00 p.m. | was in luck! There was just enoug
il time to drive to Faulkland Road, walk down the
tracks to the arch, film what | needed, and get bac
before the rain. | asked my daughters if they wante
#] to come with me. They both declined, so off | drov
&4] alone to the park for a quick picture. | parked my c:
@] on Faulkland Road near the railroad crossing of th
# Wilmington & Western Railroad and took a leisurel
walk down the tracks into the park. It was slightl
=1 overcast, and there was almost no wind at all.

| finished taking my first shot where the B&O
Railroad station had been |l ong ago. I't didndét selito n o
persist. | figured while | was there, | should try and get a shot where the archway was, just for the hegkrobiid | was
trying to line up my camera with an old picture of the arch so | could compare the two and was about tafdnclefnen | he
of thunder in the distance, my obvious cue to head back to the car. | put away my camera. | heard a seaomdliclap anc
out of the park knowing that surrounded by trees is not where you want to be during a thunderstorm. Sudaenly | hea
the distance followed by a crashing sound. It was far away but still too close for comfort.




The humming sound grew quickly. It dawned on me that this was a sound | had never heard before. All atdnce the
me started to shake and rumble. The wind st artonadbest o
sound just I|ike a freight train, but | 6ve r etwarhing, anev
deluge of water started to lash me with a fierceness | had never felt before. | heard another crash, thissisneomuch clo:
ing from The Cedars, the neighborhood that borders the park. | instinctively turned toward it and, to my ahtazdsnent an
make out through the woods the sight of several trees collapsing to the ground about 200 yards from me.ltings as if
smacked down by some invisible force. | started running away when a deafening sound hit right in fronttofaee. My fil
AiWhat are the odds of this happening right whefoeemel 0 n
explode! | was instantly in shock.

It looked like someone was graped
the tree tops and pulling them g%
they were tufts of unwanted gras§” "
tree tops were twisting around anjs 4.
denly they started to drop straight]. -,s..‘,’.» :
In that split second before, the
looked like they were floddinthen "
suddenly, they remembered that L “ %"
existed. It reminded me of how Vi&: Ji"
Coyote looked as he ran off a clf&aes
hovered in midair for a few secon ‘-'*
fore he looked down, realized whi & = 5= &

was, and then fka

from my left. | was almost blown -
feet from the impact. Okay, time to \h‘.@
| started to run away from the <:jz'_- 2
trees and toward Faulkland Road. [55%
| could take three steps, | felt a .”;
burst of wind and heard an even Foererer——

crack. Wondering AWhat fresh Hell i s this?0, Illstraghapop
toward me. | f you have ever played football , pgeboiithek no
ball, then run to where itdéds going to | and andodmake
the tree was going to |l and directly on me. | thought

| ran with all my might toward the train tracks. | was bracing for the impact on my back when the tree pan®crashir
my right. It was just like an action movie! | reached the railroad tracks not knowing where to run next a%d fafitched ¢
across the rails about 20 feet to my right t oweéhang- Gr
ing direction, | reached the steps leading to the grove where | used to run the WWRR Train Robbery. | slid down
crouched down in a ditch. | was pelted by rain and wind for another couple of minutes as | lay there shaltingalind out o
as quickly as it had begun, the storm let up.

Adrenaline was racing through my veins and | cokpeew I
feeling of helplessness | was experiencing. My mind was spinning. | had no idea which way to go. | jusbkeewuhat | n
of the area. | asked myself if | should go back up the tracks the way | came in or instead go through thid@atods the wo
meant another chance for a tree to fall on me, but the tracks meant | would have to cross a trestle andoagk imel wind c
blowing me off into the creek. Weighing the odds, | figured the tracks would give me less of a chance nedsadpe if thi
so | went through the woods walking out on the old trolley path of the Peoples Railway which is now the thaintenan
park. | tread carefully all the way fearing a tree would fall on me or | could be struck by lightning at anyanemtrg. On
pat h, I passed the area we have al ways cal | edodpfacetoe b
hide, but | looked at it and it was wet and muddy. Instead | thought it would be better to keep going toveaest onecar. Cli
downed tree on the path, | eventually hiked out of the woods and back to Faulkland Road.

To my relief, my car was untouched; but there was a tree lying just uphill stopping me from escaping thaaway | h:
Faulkland Road. At first | thought | might be able to drive through the downed tree as the top of the tossngathgust bar
road; then I figured how much damage it could do to my car. With my heart still rating anchadedstdJgo up thero
side toward Route 41. Nope! As | drove up the hill, | saw trees were solidly blocking the way, so | headexvaatk dow!
Faulkland Heights not really sure what my exit strategy was going to be. When | got to the train trackstrappalized | was
the Valley.

While | was sitting at the railroad crossing trying to figure out my next move, the storm hit yet agaénsarqeatked at



o 7 X"

Spice Mill Run. As | sat there helpless, & @&~ &)
larger tree fell across the road, then anoth \4 o N 3
ing the entrance to that neighborhood. T ) : .
nowhere to go. After another five minutes £ IRy 5
the storm slacked off. | called my daugh ' :
made sure they were safe. Then | called
Don Richardwhose home borders the
tracks not far awa
started to smell gas. The tree blocking the
broken a gas line and it knocked down
l'ine! As | raced to
once more. | could hear trees falling near -
climbed the stairs to his back door.. Once 2
gradually realized o
much as a scratch. —
The next morning | was able to retrieve my car and decided to walk down into the park and see firsthand mvhat dar
inflicted. Along Route 41 there was a huge circular grouping of trees with their tops snapped off and thrbwasaround
expecting the entire park to be destroyed but, Dom al
Richard at the entrance archway and saw all the downed trees which were snapped off at their bases and tie amour

ing tangled there. Don gasped, AWere you here wbren t
mi sstep, one stumbl e, if I 6d zigged instead ofgdlzhegge
damage, my near misses and possible escape routieds, I

heard the thunder clap instead of running all over, all | would have géttest wasneetsmall branch fell on thehgpetiw
was initially standing when | heard the first thunder clap.

Enough time has now passed that I donodot g eSandifCiosek h b :
asked me to write my experience for the FOBS newsletter because my memory of the incident is fading. Sawékral spir
family members have suggested that someone was looking over me that day. | have no idea if they were @ ffot. My f
anyone was | ooking over me, they might have jurdall sai
could have turned to my side and seen the Gri nvetReeape
park and its history. | want to share it with as many people as | can. But, | have a newfound respect foorhdvadiaist things
this new age of extreme weather!

(Edi tords Note: The DVD AThe Lost Motion Pictures o
road Gift Shop for $20.)

UPCOMING MEETINGS

7:00 p.m., The Cedars Methodist Church
SEPTEMBER 8

DEEMERS BEACH PHOTOS
by Richard Gillis
OCTOBER 13

NOVEMBER 10

DECEMBER-&EHRISTMAS PARTY

LAKE WORK by Mark Lawlor

the lake was much more interesting than most@Lthe' 5 Te s i . :
ponds they work on. They said they will highly rBétﬂ?nDOOdlg ave an interesting presen:

J meeting. He promises to do another bottle talk next year. Who k
mend .that t.he pump be turned on and that at (gr%aivere so many different kinds of (MitesTiosek Photo)
fountain be installed.
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Woul dnét it be g|fpiast &PFmaysday Hagingtgiopsharjighis storm story
lwi th us. Wh a 't an experience!

ourselves in the dryer for 10 minuteédr , s nks to the County crew for c
and come out wrinkle free and threqour picnic coming upSeptember 2&ee the enclosed flyer with all the

sizes smaller. ~ Unknown det ai |l s. Sign up now!. .. We hayv
cate what we think is the actual site of the carousel. We found a cinde
but donot know what thatodéds indi

area with no success.Sepiémidet 1, Odiober BAdNovemmbeu2Camg ouband seedffydu can t
bring us some luck! Meet in the parking lot at 9:00 a.m. or come down at your convenience. Bring workygiglas and a
t o s pendJvak hasvlolrdaasy éheen repainting al/l of the marker p
down about 18 of the 20 swamp willows between the hot dog islands and the dance hall and weed whackedéll of the
six island edgesé. $400 has been Bagklawopndiileet Boglevill ead t r
up this efforté. Some peopl RichdrdaGillehasrfoeml some ghdtos lofehe oldBeeniers
Beach that was on the Delaware River and will show tiseptemtier &eeting. He plans to do more research and do -
presentation on Deemers at a future FOBS meetingm. H
repair and bridge and the Council Oak Stage. Nor have we heard anything about the video highlighting Coanty parks
dy wi ne BaskrLawlowil db a park tOlﬂr as partcﬂ)ﬂi_leR our k fr@uni - RENDs HE BRANDYWINE SPRINGS] INC.
on September 22é& We 0 rRedGlayiValléy Visimrs Karjtprig 5055@5, willidatéh, © 1688sS| at
at thewilmington & Western Greenbank Statiol t 6 s j ust a ke @osele Pregidént (@B8B)U I S | O N
day or Sunday when the trains are running. Basically you just have to be a Jhilingkacécaieesident (€323)
keep an eye on things. If you can help, please Mantagimonsat mhsi-| SandrCiosek, Secretary (9586)
Digne Franklin, Treasurer (1624)
mons21@comcast.net (610) 27894¢ A few of you st Bolrﬁ of Diﬁc{%rg: BUUHEY rgnen
membership dues. If you have not yet paid, a reminder will be enclosed with{tBisriewsletter. scott Paimer
Remember, dues must be current to attend the September ZBuegtitos,.cofpSarah Dougherty Bob D6 Onof [ i o
ments, suggestions, corBantiatMikeCiosek@comcast.iwe{302) 999536 Richard Gillis
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